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end of April, The XXXth Corps, however, had to fight hard for
Bremen, after which it had little difficulty in clearing the country
beyond as far as the coast. The First Canadian Army on its left
carried out a swift and sweeping advance northwards through the
Dutch-German frontier area, cutting the communications of the
German forces still left in west and central Holland, and reaching
the Ems estuary in the last week of April. In a final operation in
the first few days of May, the British VHIth and Xllth Corps
forced the passage of the Elbe above Hamburg in the face of a weak
defence, occupied that city unresisted, and reached the Baltic coast
between Lubeck and Wismar; the left Corps of the Ninth American
Army also took part in this drive. All western and central Germany
had now been overrun. The American armies of General Bradley's
Twelfth Army Group had surrounded and forced the capitulation
of 300,000 Germans in the Ruhr, had reached the middle Elbe at
Magdeburg, and had penetrated to Pilsen in Czecho-Slovakia and
to Linz in Austria. On the Elbe they had joined hands with the
Russians, who advancing from the east in a brilliant and hard-
fought offensive, had forced the line of the Oder and captured
Berlin, where Hitler committed suicide amidst the ruins of his
capital; and they had also made contact with troops of the victorious
Fifteenth Army Group from Italy, advancing over the Brenner
Pass into southern Germany. German resistance had everywhere
collapsed and the considerable forces in the few areas of the country
still unoccupied and in Holland, Denmark and Norway had no
prospect before them but to share the fate of those already destroyed
or to accept the unconditional surrender terms which were all that
the Allies were prepared to offer. The capitulation of all the
German forces in the Twenty-First Army Group's area was signed
at Field Marshal Montgomery's headquarters near Luneburg on
May 4 ; that of the troops in Holland was arranged separately by
the First Canadian Army. The surviving Nazi mi'itary and civil
authorities completed the formalities for the surrender of all
Germany's land, sea and air forces in the presence of representa-
tives of all the Allies at General Eisenhower's headquarters at
Reims on May 7, and the second World War in the west was thus
brought to an end.
The share of the British Commonwealth armies in this trium-
phantly successful campaign, though not primary, had been out-
standing. Just over a million men, four-fifths of them from Britain,
had taken part in it, with over 9,000 tanks and 6,500 guns; close
on 190,000 casualties had been suffered, three-quarters of them
British. The Twenty-First Army Group, in which, though it
contained 33,000 Poles, Dutchmen, Belgians and Czechs, the
British and Canadians made up far the greater proportion of the
force, captured in the course of its operations 400,000 hostile